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I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 
February 9, 2006 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, applicant calls to the attention of the 
Examiner the following prior art recently cited by the Examiner in an Office Action in a pending 
application: 

United States Patent No. 3,301,300 to Natter 
United States Patent No. 3,801,357 to Baldi 
United States Patent No. 5,366,817 to Oden et al. 
United States Patent No. 5,912,050 to Zeigler et al. 
United States Patent No. 6,197,125 to Kung 
United States Patent No. 6,238,489 to Lundell 
United States Patent No. 6,387,194 to Zeigler et al. 
United States Patent No. 6,563,855 to Nishi et al. 



IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin, September, 1969, 
entitled "Selective Carburization Technique 

The above patents are listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A. Only a copy of the 

IBM Technical Disclosure is enclosed. Copies of the United States patent references need not be 

enclosed. 

No Office Action has been received on this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn J. A^tadt 

Registration No. 29,362 

BUCHANAN INGERSOLL, P.C. 

One Oxford Centre 

301 Grant Street 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

Attorney for Applicant 

(412)562-1632 
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Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Vind of document try 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 If possfcta. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if Engfish language 
Translation Is attached. 

This coOecUon of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.90. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubic which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an eppBcelion. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed appfication form to the USPTO. Tune win vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313.1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800~PTO»91 99 (1-800-786-9199) end select option 2. 
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